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owed their membership to the same election regulations and
both stood for a regime based on the people's political con-
sciousness as opposed to a regime founded on the selfish
opinions and whims of a Court camarilla. As the character
of the Second Duma immediately became clear to the Gov-
ernment, the legislative body was dissolved after it had
been in session for a period of some three months, and, on
the strength of Article 87, a new election law, known as the
Law of June 3rd, was simultaneously promulgated. This
law deprived several border provinces of the franchise and
cut down the number of delegates from the rest of the
border provinces. It drastically reduced the representation
of the peasants and workmen and provided for the adminis-
tration's direct Influence upon the elections. In sum, the
statute of June 3rd gave a decisive prevalence In the Duma
to the propertied classes and especially to the large land-
owners. The purpose of this act was to obtain a Duma
majority agreeable to the Government. When P. N. Dur-
novo in my presence once asked Kryzhanovsky, the author
of that law, why certain regulations varied with the locality,
the latter explained naively that all this was arranged with
a view to securing "reliable" electors. This measure ren-
dered the Duma both useless and unfaithful to Its original
purpose of voicing the wishes of the country. While the
Imperial Council feared and, to a certain extent, reckoned
with the First Duma, it neither fears nor reckons with the
present (Third) Duma. It is noteworthy that the Govern-
ment did not hesitate to use methods of coercion and bribery
to influence the elections to the Third Duma. Thus,
Stolypin put at the disposal of General Reinbot, Governor-
General of Moscow, a special fund to buy votes for Guch-
kov, ostensibly the Octobrist candidate. The result was a
legislative body not elected by the Russian people but
selected by Stolypin.
Before the Law of June 3rd was passed, Baron Fred-